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TAHER AMINE ELHOUARI

Cybersecurity Executive | Senior Advisor | InfoSec Leader | Accredited Auditor & Certified Trainer
Blida, Algeria | +213 7 81 04 04 82 | contact@taheramine.org | www.TaherAmine.org | www.linkedin.com/in/MrTaherAmine

Engagement models: Executive employment | International relocation | On-site/Hybrid/Remote | Fractional/ vCISO | Contract/Freelance | Advisory | Audit | Training

EXECUTIVE PROFILE

Cybersecurity executive, independent vCISO and senior advisor with 15+ years of experience across four continents,
spanning executive security leadership, regulated financial services, consulting/MSSP environments, management-system
assurance, SOC/CSIRT operations, incident response, offensive security, professional training and international capacity
building. Trusted to translate cyber risk, regulation and technical complexity into practical governance, resilient operations
and measurable business outcomes. Current positioning combines an independent ANAE practice with active global audit,
training, advisory and SME (subject matter expert) engagements. Open to senior permanent leadership roles and
international relocation while remaining available for fractional CISO, advisory, assurance, training and high-impact
cybersecurity assignments.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS & DIFFERENTIATORS

- 15+ vyears in IT/cybersecurity; experience across executive leadership, board advisory, regulated banking,
MSSP/consulting, certification audits, global remote contracts and hands-on technical security.

- CISO/DSSI experience at UNIDEES and GIE Monétique; led governance, enterprise cyber risk, compliance, ISMS
oversight, executive reporting, SOC/CSIRT strategy and security transformation.

- Audited/reviewed hundreds of security programs and trained thousands of professionals; PECB Certified GOLD Trainer,
TRECCERT Certified Trainer, authorized across 70+ professional programs.

- Built and led Advisory/CSIRT business capabilities with P&L, client delivery, service quality, Managed SOC governance,
strategic partnerships and end-to-end accountability.

- 300+ certifications and professional credentials spanning leadership, GRC, audit, cloud, resilience, SecOps and
offensive/defensive security, including: PMP, CISSP, CCISO, SecurityX, ISO/IEC 27001 MASTER, ISO 22301 MASTER,
CCSK, CCZT, TAISE, eCPPT and eCTHP.

- International ecosystem leadership: AfricaCERT SME; EC-Council C|CISO and C|PENT Advisory Boards; former ISC2 and
Hack The Box SME; founder/former president of OWASP Algiers, CSA Algeria and CAS Algeria.

- Recognition includes Best Cybersecurity Thought Leader - Governance, Risk & Resilience (UK, 2026), Global 30 Under 30
in Cybersecurity (2026), TryHackMe GOD Rank - Top 0.1% global, and multiple national/international CTF podium and
Top 10 finishes.

CORE EXPERTISE

- Executive & Advisory: CISO / DSSI | vCISO / Fractional CISO | Cybersecurity Strategy | Security Governance | GRC |
Enterprise Risk | Operational Resilience | Board & Executive Reporting | Security Transformation | Business Unit / P&L
Leadership | Client Delivery | Strategic Partnerships

- Risk, Compliance & Assurance: ISMS | BCMS | PIMS | ISO/IEC 27001 | ISO 22301 | ISO/IEC 27701 | ISO/IEC 42001 | ISO
27005|1SO27035|1SO 31000 | NIST CSF/RMF | PCI DSS | SWIFT CSCF | CSACCM/STAR|SOC 2| RNSI| CRA | NIS2 | DORA
| ISA/IEC 62443 | Audit Readiness | Third-Party Risk

- Security Operations & Engineering: SOC / CSIRT / CERT | Incident Response | Crisis Management | DFIR | Threat
Intelligence | SIEM / SOAR | Detection Engineering | Vulnerability Management | VAPT | Penetration Testing | Red / Purple
Teaming | Security Architecture | Cloud Security | Secure Development | Source-Code Review

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE - CURRENT & CONCURRENT

Independent Consultant | vCISO | Senior Advisor | Accredited Auditor | Certified Trainer | ANAE - Agence Nationale de
l'Auto-Entrepreneur | Algeria / Global | Aug 2026 - Present

- Lead an independent cybersecurity executive/advisory practice covering vCISO mandates, cyber strategy and roadmaps, governance
and operating models, enterprise risk/GRC, assurance, audit readiness, security transformation, project leadership and
executive/board advisory.

- Deliver multidisciplinary technical engagements spanning VAPT, penetration testing, red/purple teaming, source-code review, incident
response, DFIR, threat hunting, detection engineering, security architecture and SOC/CSIRT/CERT design and maturity improvement.

- Develop intellectual property, training and public knowledge platforms through the Cyber Master Series, The InfoSec Control Room
and TaherAmine.org; available for international employment, fractional leadership and project-based engagements.

vCISO & Cybersecurity Expert | Independent Consultant & Instructor | International | Jan 2015 - Present

- Long-running consulting practice serving SMBs, critical infrastructure, government entities, national cyber organizations and
international clients across strategic, technical, audit, assessment and training mandates.
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Chief Information Security Officer (CISO / DSSI) | UNIDEES | Algiers, Algeria | Jun 2026 - Present

- Formally designated CISO/DSSI with executive authority and separation from IT operations; lead information security governance,
cyber strategy, risk, compliance, ISO/IEC 27001-aligned ISMS oversight, audits, executive reporting and continuous improvement.

Head of Advisory & CSIRT | Business Unit Director | UNIDEES | Algeria | Jan 2026 - Present

- Lead Advisory and CSIRT business units spanning Managed SOC, CSIRT, cyber advisory, audit, training and strategic partnerships with
P&L, service-delivery and client-outcome accountability.

- Govern Managed SOC service models, KPIs/SLAs, detection/response strategy and escalation; designed CSIRT charter, operating
model, playbooks, crisis coordination and SOC-to-CSIRT integration.

Certified GOLD Trainer | PECB | Worldwide | Jan 2026 - Present

- PECB Certified GOLD Trainer (ID GT20395871); authorized for 70+ programs across cybersecurity leadership, ISO management
systems, risk, GRC, incident management, SOC 2, NIST, business continuity and related disciplines.

Certified Trainer | Authorized Instructor | PECB Approved Partner | Canada, Africa & Middle East | Jun 2024 - Present

- Deliver official professional and certification training programs and support international cybersecurity and management-system
capacity building.

Professional Member (Subject Matter Expert) | AfricaCERT | Africa | Mar 2025 - Present

- Contribute to AfricaCERT 3CF control catalogues, maturity models, assessment toolkits and national implementation guidance;
provide SME input on governance, risk, SOC/CSIRT maturity, incident response, cloud security and digital resilience.

Global Advisory Boards Member - C|CISO & C|PENT | EC-Council | IMEA + APAC | Nov 2024 - Present

- Provide strategic and technical input to executive-leadership and advanced offensive-security programs through curriculum
development, technical review, real-world practice integration and regional capacity-building advocacy.

Accredited/Approved Lead Auditor - Management Systems Standards | MSECB | Global | Sep 2024 - Present

- Conduct third-party certification audits for ISO/IEC 27001:2022, ISO 22301:2019 and CSA STAR Level 2, including audit planning,
evidence evaluation, findings/nonconformity reporting and certification-recommendation activities.

CURRENT VENTURES, THOUGHT LEADERSHIP & PUBLIC PLATFORMS

Founder & Program Lead | Cyber Master Series | Global / Online | Aug 2026 - Present

- Building a cybersecurity knowledge and professional-development ecosystem spanning free Certification Study Series guides,
professional books, practitioner toolkits, GitHub assets/scripts, training and advisory extensions. Current tracks include CISSP,
CCSP, ISC2 CC and PMP; CISSP-focused professional Book 1 is in development.

Creator & Host | The InfoSec Control Room | Global Podcast | Aug 2026 - Present

- Cybersecurity leadership podcast focused on governance, ownership, accountability, risk decisions, control design, resilience,
SecOps and operational discipline; distributed through RedCircle, Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

Founder / Author | TaherAmine.org | Global / Online | Ongoing

- Professional portfolio and knowledge hub for advisory, training, certification guides, publications, podcast content, speaking, public
resources and credential/work verification.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE - PREVIOUS ROLES

Strategic Advisor | (Conformity Assessment Society) CAS Algeria Chapter | Algeria | May 2026 - Jun 2026

- Transitioned from founding chairman to strategic advisory after establishing the first CAS international chapter in Algeria for testing, inspection,
certification and accreditation professionals.

Chairman (Founding President) | CAS Algeria Chapter | Algeria | Oct 2025 - May 2026

Strategic Advisor | (Cloud Security Alliance) CSA Algeria Chapter | Algeria | May 2026 - Jun 2026

- Transitioned from founding presidency after building Algeria's first official CSA Chapter and advancing CCM/CAIQ/STAR adoption, cloud-
security awareness and ecosystem partnerships.

Founding President | CSA Algeria Chapter | Algeria | May 2024 - May 2026
Strategic Advisor | (Open Worldwide Application Security Project) OWASP Algiers Chapter | Algeria | May 2026 - Jun 2026

- Transitioned from founding presidency after leading chapter strategy, application-security awareness, secure-development initiatives,
workshops, training, events and CTF/community programs.

Founding President | OWASP Algiers Chapter | Algeria | Nov 2023 - May 2026
TRECCERT Certified Trainer | TRECCERT | Hannover, Germany | Jun 2024 - Mar 2026
- Authorized instructor for ISO 27001 LI/LA, ISO 22301 LI/LA, ISO 20000/ITSM and cybersecurity programs.
Franchise Partner | Regional Director | Accredited/Approved Senior Lead Auditor & Assessor | Accurate Global Inc. | North Africa |
Oct 2024 - Dec 2025

- Led Accurate ISO Maghreb launch, regional business development, certification delivery and partnerships across ISO/IEC 27001, 1SO 9001,
ISO 14001 and ISO 45001.

Senior Director - Information Security & Cybersecurity Services | EKSec Group | Algeria/ UK/ USA | Sep 2024 - Dec 2025

- Founded and co-led a multinational cybersecurity/GRC services business delivering vCISO, DFIR, threat hunting, compliance advisory,
red/purple teaming, audit support and VAPT.
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CISO / DSSI - Director/Head of Security, Risks & Compliance | GIE Monétique | Hydra, Algiers | Jul 2025 - Oct 2025

- Led information security, cybersecurity, risk and compliance strategy for Algeria's electronic-payment ecosystem; coordinated governance
across member banks, PSPs and financial institutions and redesigned the security framework using PCI DSS, SWIFT CSCF, DORA, NIS2,
ISO/IEC 27001, OWASP, CSA, CIS, NIST, RNSI and Algerian data-protection requirements.

Cybersecurity Subject Matter Expert | Hack The Box | United Kingdom / Remote | May 2024 - Oct 2025

- Provided editorial and educational SME input, technical commentary and insights in offensive security, red teaming, threatemulation and cyber
capability building.

Distinguished Cybersecurity Expert - SME, Exam & Content Development | ISC2 | United States / Remote | Mar 2024 - Oct 2025

- Contributed to CC, CISSP and Unified Body of Knowledge exam/curriculum development and technical review across ISC2 certification
domains.

CISO Africa & Head of Global Security Operations | Brandvakt | Dubai, UAE | Apr 2024 - Oct 2024

- Directed cybersecurity strategy for Africa-region clients and global SecOps, including SOC oversight, assessments, risk management and
incident response.

Cyber Security Contractor | TryHackMe | London, UK/ Remote | Mar 2024 - Sep 2024
- Designed, reviewed and validated hands-on labs, CTF challenges and interactive rooms across Red, Blue and Purple Team tracks.
Information Security Engineer & Cyber SOC Analyst L2/L3 | Société Générale | Algeria | Jul 2023 - Nov 2023

- Worked across ISO/IEC 27001/27002/27005 governance, SOC monitoring, SIEM/EDR/DLP, Group CSIRT/CERT incident management, DFIR,
threat hunting, CTI, penetration testing and awareness/social-engineering campaigns.

Senior Cybersecurity Consultant | Intelligent Network (iNET) | Algeria | Feb 2023 - May 2023

- Advised clients on cybersecurity strategy and risk; developed policies, procedures and controls; led offensive-security assessments and
supported incident investigation and remediation.

Head of Cyber Security | MicroExpert | Algeria | Jan 2020 - Jun 2020

- Led the cybersecurity division across penetration testing, vulnerability assessment, red teaming and defensive architectures; established a
strategic Kaspersky Lab partnership initiative for the Algerian market.

Projects Manager - Information Systems Security & Cybersecurity | Divona Algérie / SLC (Smart Link Communication) / Smart Link
Holding (SLH) | Algeria | Oct 2018 - Oct 2019

- Managed NOC cybersecurity initiatives, penetration testing, datacenter security strategies, incident-response plans and security projects.
Independent Cybersecurity Consultant | Algerian Government Sector | Algeria | Jan 2019 - Aug 2019

- Advised government agencies and led cybersecurity audits, vulnerability assessments and penetration tests to evaluate maturity and improve
security posture.

Lead Penetration Tester | Taghellist Technology | Algeria | Apr 2017 - Apr 2018
- Led security assessments and penetration testing, internal cybersecurity projects and awareness activities.
Ethical Hacking (Offensive Security) Instructor | ILM Center | Blida, Algeria | Nov 2017 - Jan 2018

- Developed and delivered ethical-hacking education covering penetration testing, vulnerability assessment and threat analysis; mentored
students and supported cybersecurity events/CTFs.

Freelance Web Developer - Ethical Hacker / VAPT | Upwork | Global / Remote | Jan 2013 - Dec 2017

- Delivered web development, VAPT, ethical hacking and source-code security review engagements for international and local clients using
OWASP-aligned secure-development practices.

IT Support Technician | Independent | Algeria | Jan 2010 - Dec 2012

- Provided computer troubleshooting, repair, maintenance, installations, upgrades and client technical support across hardware and software
environments.

SELECTED STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENTS & DELIVERY PORTFOLIO

- CISO / Governance Operating Models: CISO charters, authority and independence, security committees, reporting
lines, control ownership, risk acceptance, executive reporting and ISO/IEC 27001-aligned governance.

- Managed SOC & CSIRT Transformation: service catalogs, operating models, playbooks, incident classification,
KPIs/SLAs, escalation, crisis coordination, detection engineering and end-to-end detection-to-recovery integration.

- Risk, Compliance & Assurance: ISMS/BCMS/PIMS implementation and audit readiness; cyber roadmaps; risk
registers/treatment plans; maturity assessments and regulatory/control mappings.

- Technical Assurance: white-box VAPT, penetration testing, source-code review, vulnerability management,
identity/Active Directory assurance, incident response, threat hunting, remediation validation and security architecture
reviews for regulated/sensitive environments.

- Financial & Critical Infrastructure Security: security-framework redesign and advisory aligned to PCI DSS, SWIFT CSCF,
ISO/IEC 27001, NIST, CIS, CSA, OWASP, RNSI, DORA/NIS2 and sector-specific requirements.

EDUCATION

U.S | Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) | ACLAS | 2026 | GPA 4.0 | EQF 8

Malta / E.U | MSc Computer Science - Software Engineering (In Progress) | Woolf | 2025 - 2026

U.S | Master of Computer Science (MSc) | Atlanta College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (ACLAS) | 2026 | GPA4.0 | EQF7
U.S | Master of Business Administration (MBA) | ACLAS | 2025 - 2026 | GPA 4.0 | EQF7

Germany | Mini-MBA - Business Management | IBMI | 2021 - 2022

Algeria | BTS - Higher Technician Diploma, IT & Networking | INSFP, Algeria | 2019 - 2022
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KEY CERTIFICATIONS & PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS | (+300 certifications)

Executive / GRC: PMP (PMI) | CISSP | ISC2 SME / UBK SME | CCISO | SecurityX (CompTIA) |
Certified Cybersecurity MASTER (PECB) | CMSA (Certified Management Systems Auditor) | GRCP / GRCA

ISO / Risk / Resilience: ISO/IEC 27001:2022 MASTER (SLI+SLA) | ISO 22301:2019 MASTER (SLI+SLA) |
ISO/IEC 27701 Senior Lead Auditor | ISO/IEC 42001 Lead Implementer + Lead Auditor | ISO 27005 Senior Risk Manager | ISO
27035 Senior Lead Incident Manager | ISO 31000 Senior Lead Risk Manager | ISA/IEC 62443 Senior Lead Implementer | NIST
Cybersecurity Consultant / Lead Implementer | EBIOS Risk Manager

Cloud / Technical / Offensive / Defensive: CCSK v5/v4 | CCZT | TAISE | eCPPTv2 | eCTHPv2 | OT Security Expert (OOSE) |
CLPTP | API Security credentials | Threat Intelligence / DFIR / Red & Purple Team credentials

Training: PECB Certified GOLD Trainer / TRECCERT Certified Trainer | Authorized for 70+ programs | 300+ total certifications
and professional credentials

STANDARDS, FRAMEWORKS & TECHNOLOGIES

Frameworks: ISO 27001 /27002 / 27003 / 27004 / 27005 / 27006 / 27007 / 27008 / 27014 / 27021 / 27032 / 27033/ 27034 /
27035 | ISO 27400/ 1SO 22301 | ISO 27701 | ISO 42001 | ISO 20000 | ISO 19011 | ISO 17021 | NIST CSF / RMF / SP 800 series
| PCI DSS | SWIFT CSCF | SOC 2 | CSA CCM / STAR / CAIQ | CIS Controls / Benchmarks | OWASP Top 10 / WSTG / MSTG /
ASVS / SAMM | MITRE ATT&CK / D3FEND | IEC 62443 | NIS2 | DORA | GDPR | RNSI | EBIOS | SABSA | TOGAF | COBIT | Zero
Trust | PTES | SOC-CMM | CTI-CMM | FIRST CSIRT Services | SIM3

Technologies: Linux | Windows Server | Python | Bash | HTML/CSS/JavaScript | Splunk | IBM QRadar | Microsoft Sentinel |
Security Onion | Wazuh | ELK | CrowdStrike | Fortinet | Cisco | F5 | Tenable / Nessus | OpenVAS | Qualys | Rapid7 | Burp Suite
| Metasploit | Cobalt Strike | Sliver | Wireshark | Maltego | OpenCTI | TheHive | MISP | Cortex | Shuffle | AWS | Azure | GCP |
VMware | SAST / DAST | DLP | EDR/ XDR/ NDR | SOAR | CASB

LEADERSHIP, RECOGNITION, SPEAKING & MEDIA

Leadership: Former Founding President - OWASP Algiers, CSA Algeria, CAS Algeria | Founder - DEFCON Group Algeria
DC11213 | AfricaCERT SME | EC-Council Advisory Boards | Former ISC2 & Hack The Box SME | International capacity-
building contributor

Recognition: Best Cybersecurity Thought Leader - Governance, Risk & Resilience, UK 2026 | Global 30 Under 30 in
Cybersecurity 2026 | TryHackMe GOD Rank - Top 0.1% Global | MCTF 2019 - 1st National | ISCA CTF 2018 - 1st | CSAW CTF
2018 - 2nd MENA | Kaspersky Industrial CTF / RITSEC CTF 2018 - Top 10 International

Speaking & Media: FIRST & AfricaCERT Symposium | AfricaCERT Handshake Summit | national cybersecurity events and
CTO forums | North Africa OT Security Forum | international cybersecurity workshops | Algerian national TV/radio |
cybersecurity masterclasses | published articles and professional commentary; media coverage/feature references
available via portfolio/website

LANGUAGES & PORTFOLIO
Arabic - Native | English - Fluent / Bilingual (C1) | French - Intermediate

Email: contact@taheramine.org

Website: www.TaherAmine.org

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/MrTaherAmine
GitHub: www.github.com/MrTaherAmine

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@MrTaherAmine/
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